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in numerical strength and weight of metal. The consequence was that in half an hour two of our field pieces and one field mortar were dismounted, many of the gunners were killed, and the rest, after an ineffectual attempt to silence the fire of a shipping, were obliged to retire.
"In the meantime, the infantry having formed line, advanced under a heavy discharge of round and grape shot till they were checked by the appearance of the canal. Of its depth they were, of course, ignorant, and to attempt its passage without having ascertained whether it could be forded might have been productive of fatal consequences. A halt was accordingly ordered, and the men were commanded to shelter themselves as well as they could from the enemy's fire. For this reason they were hurried into a wet ditch of sufficient depth to cover their knees, where, leaning forward, they concealed themselves behind some high rushes which grew upon its brink, and thus escaped many bullets which fell around them in all directions.
"Thus fared it with the left of the army, whilst the right, though less exposed to the cannonade, was not more successful in its object. The same impediment which checked one column forced the other likewise to pause, and, after having driven in an advance body of the enemy, and endeavoring without effect to penetrate through the marsh, it also was commanded to halt. In a word, all thought of attacking was for the day abandoned, and it now only remained to withdraw the troops from their present perilous situation with as little loss as possible.
"The first thing to be done was to remove the dismounted guns. Upon this enterprise a party of seamen was employed, who, running forward to the spot where they lay, lifted them, in spite of the whole of the enemy's fire, and bore them off in triumph. As soon as this was effected, regiment after regiment stole away, not in a body, but one by one, under the same discharge which saluted their approach. But a retreat thus conducted necessarily occupied much time. Noon had long passed before the last corps was brought off, and when we again began to muster twilight was approaching."h, and to form the line in the fields, the artillery was brought up and opposed to that of the enemy. But the contest was in every respect unequal, since their artillery far exceeded ours, both of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
